Some commonly used Vowel Sandhi rules

Rules which apply within a word and across word
boundaries:

1. HaUT-GIE-Afe¥ - When 37 is followed by a §a0T

3%  the single replacement for both the preceding and

succeeding, is the HGUT ¥ (2 matras in length) 3
letter.

37h: |aof & || €.9.90%
%]:r HTAT = %?:I'I?«R?[, gﬁﬁ $b§§ia = 3|i'\i|bﬂ%

J[A] H[AY = J[AAY = TASAT = J[ASHY

2 0T |iFEr - When 37/3T is followed by 3
(g,é,S,E,ﬂi,ﬂ{,F{), then the single replacement for both the

preceding and the succeeding is the corresponding (U;I'UT)

Guna letter, which is determined based on the place of
enunciation of the preceding and following letters.

(The letters 31, T, 3T are called by the name guna, &,
become 3 & @ becomes 3ol )
3fTc_ IuT: |l &.8.¢L

B3 =, Y 36T = Iled, & & = &



3.3f& A% - When 37 / 3T is followed by T

(U,3-ff ,t",3—ﬁ ) , then the single replacement for both the
preceding and the following letter is the corresponding
vrddhi (EI;@' ) letter determined on the place of enunciation
of the preceding and following letters.

greRf 1l €.8.¢¢
T -> W, 3730 =3 3T =0, 37 3 = 3

4 . gur gl - When an Sh (3,?,3’,3,3{,%,?{) is
followed by 3T (any dissimilar vowel) the letters are
replaced by the corresponding JUT letter (T, d,{,el)i.e. In
the subject matter of sandhi, IV is the replacement for

S when 31 follows.
Shl JUTTT || €.2.00

5. 31Y-319-3TY-31T9 or (37I1d) ¥l - When T

(T,37,T,31) letters are followed by 37T (any vowel) then
the letter is replaced respectively by JI-3d-31I-311d. In
other words: In the subject matter of sandhis, U,B—ﬁ ,f" and

3iT are replaced by 3, 3d, 3T and 379 respectively
when followed by any vowel.
TASIATATE: || €.2.0¢



Sandhis that happen only when a word is still
under formation:

1. When an 3Ycled 3 (i.e. an X which is not at

the end of a Uq) is followed by a 90T letter, both the
preceding and the succeeding letters are replaced with the
90T letter.

37T IOT 1| €.2.0

Examples: S:IT:F%FT, t|_o"1?Ff, Frg%fcf, E:

g3 Afed -> UG AY 3ffed = U3 AHled gsied
a9 YT/ T =aTHT =TH T = oA

2. When an 3¢od 31597 (adanta anga) is followed by a
9cdT (pratyaya) begins with any letter in the pratyahara
5], then the 3T at the end of the 359 takes GIE to become
3T.

3rar feat afr 1| v.3.209

Examples: {d1A, Hd1d:, dTH:, dHTds, dHATHG




Some important vowel sandhis that apply only at
word boundaries

1. When U3 at the end of a Uq 1s followed by an Jd (&¥d
319N, then the following (37cT) is elided (37 eI
TS: Yeodid 3fd Il 6.1.109

fora: 31gA > ey 31gH >

fQ\Eﬂ_E;“ or ferarsg

The symbol s above is called an 31ddIg (avagraha) .
It is a colophon, a publishers indication that
something has been elided — here the 31d is elided.

2. The letters I and 9 at the end of a 9¢ (pada) are

optionally dropped (elided) when followed by an 31T
letter. This optional rule typically has an opportunity to
apply when the 31a1d &f=% has happened. The
important thing to note is that following this elision,
other vowel sandhi rules like 30T Af=tr, HFOIEE

A% etc. cannot apply to re-combine the two vowels
at the word boundaries. (This is explained by a
special rule of Panini called g&7 31f&g 118.2.1).

ag: Arehed T || 8.3.19



3t 3nfeca: = 3r@rg 3nfecd: or 3T e
T 31T - 313 31 or 37 31

Lots of examples in JHRTH

A Sog™ -> AY Togd or H Soad

ﬁ3—]‘|’§|;: ->3:|'21:3-]'|'é3|3': or3:|'3-]'|'23|3':



