ATGHRIOT FATOT - Ingenious classification of the alphabet
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ATGARITOT FATOT 3T F>ardifel - The Mahesvara sutras are

meant to name sets of letters beginning with (a set named)
310T.

~

UYTH 3ol 3d:1 The last (letter) in each of these sutras is
(an indicatory letter) Sd

BPRICY 3hR: ITIROUMNY:| The 3IHR = 37 (i.e. the vowel 37) which

is following each of the letters beginning with the letter & (in sutra #5) is
placed there only to facilitate pronunciation (of the mahesvara sutras and
the pratyaharas like R, S¢f etc.) — that is these vowels are not to be

taken into account when figuring out the characters included in a
pratyahara.

v

<_;Ig'U'[ I d Scd-Hd>30%h:| making an exception to the above rule the 37

following the eIehIX ¢ in the sutra#6. This 3 is instead considered an
indicatory 1.e. 3 letter.

The last consonant in all the 14 sutras is designated as an indicatory i.e Sc

letter. So there are a total of 15 S letters in the Mahesvara sutras.

Every pratyahara has only two characters — of which the first must be a
non-indicatory letter and the second one must be an indicatory i.e. Sl

letter. The S letter has to be one of it letters after which 1s after the



The process:
Pick up the pratyahara to be analysed.

Start with the first (and therefore non-indicatory letter) of the pratyahara —
locate this letter in the mahesvara sutras — only one sutra can have it. Add
this character to your basket. Then traverse left to right in that mahesvara

sutra and then to the succeeding sutras (i.e. top to bottom) if necessary

adding each non Sd_(indicatory) letter as you traverse until the Sd letter

in the pratyahara is encountered in the Mahesvara Sutra. The pratayahara
1s said to be a name for that set of characters, which were collected during

the traversal up to the Sd letter.



