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3d Letters (also called 37eJs=4)

This is a technical term. It is used to flag or mark some
letters as indicatory letters. They are akin to the Tags in
mark up languages like HTML and XML today. The whole
tradition being an oral tradition, the tags also had to be
something that could be rendered and interpreted in the oral
tradition. Therefore the tags had to be verbal — and this is
achieved using sounds within the alphabet by using a

suitable combination context, position and svaras.

These markers have no place within the rules as they only
indicate something and then go away. But the scheme is
ingenious to package and deliver something for usage. It
can be compared to the packaging for an item — in that the
package has labels and marks to help in safe shipping and
then the same labels are used to help unpack and install the
items sent.

Or, one can look upon it as the label on a container which
tells something about what the container has. The label is
useful, and in the grammatical context — necessary, to
recognize the contents.

It will serve us students of Panini greatly to understand
these letters and the purpose for these letters in every

situation they are used — for each gd letter is carefully
chosen to serve some need.



A Quick glance of the important sutras involved

Panini has a set of sutras to define these Sd letters which
are now presented.

3YCASSITATD S | 2.3.

golecdd | £.3.3 [3Uce &d]

o Tasrhl JEAT: | 2.3.8 [3UGY FolecdH 5]
IfEH-g-sa: | 2.3.9 [3UY 3]

W UeOIET | 2.3.€ [3Uc 3nfe: 4]

I-C | 2.3.0 [3UCY TcqIET 3MMie: 3]
-2-Fadigd | 2.3.¢ [3UCY YeIIET 31ie: &d]
aET A9: | 2.3.% [3]

3R WlT: | 2.2.€0
TITET [h-4-J9: | 2.2.6¢ [31E20=]

JeITAT TIII&TUTH | 9.9.€R
o AT | £.2.63 [TcTIAT TcATCIETOTH]




3YCASSTIAAD Sl | 2.3.

qodo || 3UCA (/%) 37e(2/2) eTATRAH:(2/2) S (2/%)
gl 39 AT IeTATTHR: 3 TEI Sl Fall |
A nasalized 31 (vowel) seen in the upadesa, gets the

name 3d

37 &: 3TYH 39S AH? = What is this Upadesa?
AR 3UCR: (A, = RIg-arfore-shreare-
JSTell=TH, ITARVIH JTITaRUTH)

What is enunciated by the three first Rishis — Sutrakara
Panini, Vakyakara Vararuchi (also called Katyayana) and
Mahabhasyakara Patanjali is called upadesa. In the

grammar tradition it is said 3TRITR HeAl=IH WA — ie.
in the event of disagreements the final say will belong to the

latter of these three —i.e. Patanjali’'s word is considered
final.




A more precise definition of upadesa is stated by
bhasyakara Patanjali and is known within the teaching
tradition by a verse:

TegaT: fRIGHATOT TSR TATEAT
YTIITS! 30T U1S: 3UCRM: FehlfeidT: ||

i.e. the Upadesa refers to Pratyayas, Mahesvara (Siva)
sutras, Adesas, Agamas, Dhatupatha and Ganapatha. The
exact meaning of these terms will become clearer in due
course.

Over time the tradition of maintaining the nasalized vowels
has taken a hit. To know what is anunasika we have to go

with the teaching tradition — =T GO 3TTeIATIAFAT:
qIfOTiT: = 9IfoIfA=T 9iehr guit:

FfAAT (IE-TFRT 3TCA)

IATAT: = 3HelATT -t ded: ied

No




golocTd | 2.3.3 [39ce &d]

ogyo || gol (2/2) 3ecTH (2/2) S (2/%)

goll 3UCA Hecd §el 5 Heteh dafd |

In the upadesa, the final g¢f gets the name sd

The following is an exception (319dTq) to the above rule:
(317 gefd sfd 3r9arg:)

o Tasrhl JEAT: | 2.3.8 [3UCY FolecdH 5]

qodo || o (37cTy) fqarhl (v/2) JEAT: (2/3)

JEAT: = I T A — j.e. J (d99), FHR and HPR
Joll 3R Tl TAATAAH HecdTTH, dd91-HhR-
HBRIUITA Sd ol o Hdld |

In a vibhakti the final g which is a sakara, makara or a
letter of the tavarga (dental class), does not get the name

.

What is Ta#1h? Loosely stated it is the name for endings
we use in verb conjugations and noun declensions — like fa,

d:, 3ied, ¥#H, T@: etc. We will see the Paninian definition
in due course.



IfeI-g-ga: | £.3.9 [3UC 5]
qowyo || g (8/2) TI-g-sa: (2/3) 3o (2/2)
goll 39S el TAAAEH 3, T, T SAAWH S Tl

wafd |
The syllables i, tu, du at the beginning in the upadésa get the
name Sd.

This rule only finds use in extracting the real dhatu from the
packaged dhatus presented by Panini in his 9Tqqrs.

Examples:

- Frgeth, Frsfeaer, By, e, Hrgw, B,
fo1sh, SifAcr, Breaq, Hfcaer
. T8, gg, g?ﬁ% THTS], THTY], TR, THESN, T,

(&

Unrelated to the Sd 9hIUT — In context of getting dhatus
from dhatupatha two simple useful rules:

Hlcdle: W: &: | €.2.€9
The YehIX at the beginning of a dhatu is replaced by HhRX

Ul o | €.2.68 [HTcdlg:]
The UT&hIX at the beginning of a dhatu is replaced by sshX



Additional criteria for defining a letter as Sd in a 9

Y UIIET | 2.3.€ [3Ucq 3fe: 5]

ogyo || W:(2/%) TcIIE (&/2)

goll 3UCA FeqIET 3Mfe: YehR: Sl Hefenl rafey |

In the upadésa, at the beginning of a pratyaya, a sakara gets
the name d.

T | 2.3.6 [3UCY GoIIET TS 5]

Toto || F- (¢R)

goll 3UGY FeIIET AT - (Tad-cadll) S Hetenl
HAId: |

In the upadésa, at the beginning of a pratyaya, the letters

belonging to cavarga and tavarga get the name gd.

T--Fadigd | £.3.¢ [3U¢R TIIET 31fe: &d]
qoo || SF-R1-F (%/2) & (/2)
goll 3UCA FedIET HGH: oTehR-AhN-ehdall: Sl HeTehl

fafed dfgd aeifficar |

In the upadésa, at the beginning of a pratyaya other than a
taddhita pratyaya, lakara, sakara and letters belonging to

kavargaget the name gd.




