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A Quick glance of the important sutras
involved

Panini has a set of sutras to define these Sd letters
which are now presented.

3YCASTTATR S | £.3.

golocTd | 2.3.3 [3UC &d]

o asrhl JEAT: | 2.3.8 [3UCY FolecdH 5]
nfefi-g-ga: | 2.3.9 [3UCY &)

Y YedIdET | ¢.3.6 [3Uc 3fe: 3d]

T | 2.3.6 [3UCY FeIIET 3TMe: 5]
I--Fadfgd | 2.3.¢ [3UCY TIIET AHIfS: 4]
aEg og: | 2.3.% [3d]

3T AT: | 2.8.€0
TIAET D-&-o[d: | £.2.62 [37CLeA]

JeIIelld eI IT8ToTH | 2.9.6R
o AT | £.2.63 [FcTIT TcATCI&TOTH]




What is to be done with an gd letter?
aEg olg: | £2.3.% [3d]
That d is to be elided

What does &ld: (elision) mean?

e N9T: | 9.9.60

Iopah Is not being seen, becoming un-manifest .

Therefore, once the gd letters have been identified

they have to be dropped — they are not an inherent
part of the object they serve to qualify but simply
indicate the right grammatical operations with
reference to the object, to derive the correct form of a
word.

Now that &9 has been defined, Panini introduces the

terminology for a situation where an entire pratyaya is
to be elided — not just some letters in it:

TIIET oHh-&-o[T: | 2.2.6¢ [31CR0e]
The elision of entire pratyayas is given the name o[%

, ¥ or o9 — these are three names and they will be

used efficiently to do different grammatical operations
based on the name given for elision. This may be
compared to how we do different things in a situation
when something is not seen, depending on how the
thing disappeared.



Why are gd letters added, if all that we do is drop
them?

We throw away all the packaging once we un-pack
something, does it mean we don’t need packages?
We don’t eat containers and throw them away when
the contents are consumed but what until then?

Every Sd letter has a reason to be there, for it

indicates a grammatical operation. So knowing this
reason is winning half the battle!!

How Sd letters are used very effectively even as

markers
e Multiple markers may be added to a single object
e Some markers are added to group a few objects
together
e A marker may be added to help have a name
space which is unique and not include other
names



sd used to make the same letter so multi-faceted —
some examples within taddhita pratyayas

31, 31d, 391, 3151, 3Ad, 31, ¢ — All of them when
stripped of the Sd letters stand for just 3ThX

All of the following when stripped of the Sd letters
stand for just I -

g, Ip, Id, I3, oI, IH, T4, I,

>, 393, >4c,
3\ I \Iﬂ

Uy, Ugd, S

While standing for the same letter in content they all
still have a unique function the Paninian grammar
where each has a unique application



Naming objects as seen thru the $d goggles
The objects are given a qualifier based on the §d
letters — for example:

o f&d would be a qualifier for an object which has

% (hhX) as an sd letter — hapR: S J&ET 4:
EL a%‘qﬁﬁf A (3eT9e JeTe).

o TOd would be a qualifier for an object which has
T (9hR) as an 3d letter.

e 3f&d would be a qualifier for an object which has

3d (&Ed 3PRTT IATgeh: — dIIRIUIA) i.e. a
short 3, as an gd letter.

e 3fa&d would be a qualifier for an object which has
Sd (&Ed SHARET JAlgah: — dIIhIUNd) i.e. a

short S, as an gd letter.
These qualifier or names make it possible for us to
speak of objects from the view point of the Sd letters

it is bound by (which is well conveyed by the word
3ie]d ¥ which is a synonym of §d)



What is a 9T in the Paninian grammar?

It isn’t just a suffix but something presented in a
particular section of the A4S (Astadhyayi).

gcgd: | 3.2.¢ This 3AT8HR goes extends to the end
of 5.4

31T means a topic — so the topic of Pratayayas

extends over three chapters of the Astadhyayi — 3",
4™ and 5™.

We understand from the sutra that, what (word) is
denoted (indicated by a word being in FZ&AT T33fH) in

this 376K (i.e. in the 3, 4™ and 5" chapters) will get
the name the 9cJd.

Within this Icaa-31TR runs the writ of another
PR =>

g% | 3.2.2  This 3f¥R goes extends to the end
of 5.4

This says that all pratyayas will always “follow” or
“come after”. This creates an expectation as to what
is it that the pratyayas come after?



The answer is:
eTar: 13.9.2¢ This 3R extends to the end of 3.4

& also anuvrtti from 3.1.22 to 3.1.90

The above 31T9&R tells us that the pratayayas in the
section covered by it will come immediately after a
g1d. Therefore all pratyayas coming immediately after
dhatus have to be within the 3" chapter.

It would be very useful to note that the pratyayas in
this adhikara have no single name — but all pratyayas
in this section fall into one of two categories called:

Frl?:‘r?—ngch IR
3-1T?ff?-llglch SIIp)

These pratyayas have many important applications
including causing 7[0T, gfg, changes to forms of

dhatus, bringing ¢ etc.



What about the other pratyayas in the 4™ and 5"
chapters? The answer is to be found in the following
sutra:

S1-3mg-urfaafeerrd | ¥.2.¢ (This IR goes
extends to the end of 5.4)

This sutra tells us that pratyayas in the above
adhikara extending from the beginning of the 4"
chapter and extending thru the end of the 5" chapter

should always follow a 91fad4di¢e (a noun base).

The important classes of pratyayas within this
adhikara are the g9 fas1fh, &1 and dfgd

pratyayas.

I pratyayas are defined by the following adhikara:
f&a# 1| 8.2.3 (This 3IER extends to 4.1.8, which

has a small overlap with Taddhita pratyayas)

df€d pratyayas are defined by the following adhikara:

dfgdr: | ¥.2.6& (This 38R goes extends to the

end of 5.4)
This tells us that pratxayas presented between 4.2.73
and the end of the 5" chapter get the name Taddhita
pratyayas.



